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506.05.01 POLI CE I NTERROGATI ONS & I NVESTI GATI ONS 
 
 The fol lowing procedure wil l  govern invest igat ive interviews of students at  

school except where pol ice or  welfare officials are invest igat ing suspected 
chi ld abuse or  neglect  (see the Board pol icy and procedures on POLICE 
INTERROGATIONS &  INVESTIGATIONS). 

 
 Only representat ives of the St . Paul Police Depar tment  may be granted 

permission to see and interview students in school.  Pr ivate detect ives, 
at torneys, or  representat ives of pr ivate concerns conduct ing invest igat ions 
shal l  not  be al lowed access to students in school and shal l  be informed that  
they may only quest ion students outside of school. 

 
 When i t  is necessary for  a representat ive of the juveni le division to interview 

a student in school, the fol lowing procedure shal l  be observed: 
 

1. The representat ive of the juveni le division shal l  inform the pr incipal or  
the assistant  pr incipal (when the pr incipal is absent), of the purpose for  
the officer ’s visi t , including the reasons why i t  is unwise or  unsat isfactory 
to contact  the student  at  home or  other place outside the school. 

2. I f the representat ive of the juveni le division is not  known to school 
personnel he or  she shal l  produce sat isfactory ident ificat ion and the 
officer ’s badge number shal l  be documented. 

3. Pr incipals shal l  have the author i ty to permit  or  deny the request  to 
conduct  the interview in the school building. 

4. I f permission for  the interview is granted, the decision as to whether  the 
parents shal l  be not i fied or  should be present  shal l  depend on the facts in 
each case and shal l be determined by the school administ rator  or  his/her 
designee.  I f there is any doubt, the parents shal l  be not ified. 

5. Interviews of students by a representat ive of the Juveni le division at  the 
schools shal l be in pr ivate and with confident iali ty and may be held in the 
presence of the pr incipal and/or his or  her designated representat ive 
without  inter rupt ion and without  observance by other  school personnel or  
students. 

6. I f the pr incipal of an elementary school is absent  from the bui lding when 
a representat ive cal ls to make an invest igat ion, every at tempt  shal l be 
made to contact  the pr incipal.  I f the pr incipal cannot  be contacted, the 
pr incipal ’s designee shal l  be contacted.  No invest igat ion or interview 
with students shal l be held unless permission is received. 

7. I f i t  is necessary for  the representat ive of the juveni le division to request  
permission to take the student  from the school for  quest ions, permission 
shal l  be obtained from the parent  before such permission is granted. 
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 ARRESTS 
 
 I f the officer  arrests a student , he or  she shall  have complete jur isdict ion in 

the mat ter  and the pr incipal shal l  not  inter fere with the student ’s removal 
from the building.  However, the ar rest  should be arranged in a manner  to 
make the removal as unobt rusive as possible.  The pr incipal shal l  not i fy the 
home as soon as the officer  takes the student from the bui lding. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LEGAL REFERENCES: 
 
CROSS REFERENCES:  Chi ld Abuse and Neglect  
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